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THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR A. Is 8:23-9:3, 1Cor 1:10-13,17; Mt 4:12-17 

 
 We begin our reflection today by asking a fundamental question, “What place 
does the word of God occupy in our life?” Most often, many of us say ‘I believe 
in Jesus Christ, but I don’t agree nor believe in everything the Bible and the 
Church say,’ thereby disregarding the word of God. That is an absolute 
contradiction. The scripture calls Jesus “the Word-made-Flesh,” “the great 
light” who disperses the darkness of knowledge, ignorance and sin, and lead 
all who come to him into his kingdom of faith, hope, and love. We are 
reminded today of the indispensable place of the Word of God in the life of 
every believer. We should make the Word of God the pillow on which we lay 
our head, the road we walk all day, the part we tread.  
 

Isaiah in the first reading prophesied about the Messiahs [Christ] who is the 
Light of the world and whose birth will bring about greater light that dispel 
darkness which beclouded the world. "The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them 
has light shined," Isaiah 9:2. The Sacred Scripture ushers light into the soul of a 
woman or a man. The Scripture in the words of the Psalmist tells us clearly that 
the entrance of the word of God brings light and understanding to the simple 
hearted, psalm119:130.  
 
Paul in the second reading tells us that one of the things responsible for 
darkness in the world is the creation of unnecessary factions. He admonishes 
us to avoid divisions and quarrels, rather to follow the path of unity which 
leads to salvation. What matters most to Paul is the preaching of the gospel of 
Christ. He says, "Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel," 1 Cor 9:16. In our 
Churches today, we find ourselves divided along the lines of race, tribe, 
economic status, educational status, physical appearance, and the likes. The 
worst is that our church or parish is not exempted. Our mission to be light to 
the world places on us a responsibility to rise above these divisions. Paul 
scolded the Christians of Corinth for making wrong decisions and promoting 
division, I was just wondering what Paul will be saying to us today Christians 
who are highly divided. For us to carry out the mission entrusted to us 
effectively, we must keep ourselves close to the Lord. Our prayers cannot 
reach heaven if we live in divisions. Contentious attitude built by pride can 
misdirect any Christian to oppose one another. We are guilty whenever we 
involve in discussions that stamp segregation in our communities.  
 

The Gospel passage presents us the beginning of Jesus ministry by going to 
Zebulun and Naphtali, a place that had been devastated by conflicts and wars, 
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marginalized because they were of a mixed race and under pagan control. 
They were perceived to be rich in everything except in the things of God.  But 
in Jesus, we see the fulfillment of God’s word through the prophet Isaiah that 
the people in darkness have seen a great light.  This took place after the arrest 
of John the Baptist whose mission had now ended. Jesus had to reflect on his 
mission and no sooner, issued a call to repentance: “Repent, for the Kingdom 
of Heaven is at hand”. This call for repentance is a call to move from the 
darkness of sin and embrace the light of salvation. Jesus started his mission by 
choosing the first apostles Peter and Andrew as well as the sons of Zebedee, 
James, and John. We can see how immediately they left their nets and 
everything they were doing to follow Jesus upon hearing the words: “Follow 
me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Every time we encounter the Word of 
God, we cannot remain the same; something must change in us, there must be 
a movement away from our former ways to a new life, a movement from the 
darkness of sin to walking as children of light. The disciples followed Jesus, 
leaving behind their means of livelihood, they trusted in Divine Providence. At 
times, God’s word makes great demands on us, it seems as if God is asking the 
impossible. We as Christians must learn from the first disciples to trust God, 
obey, and wait upon him. The word of God must be our light, the Psalmist says: 
“Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path,” Psalm 119:105. Imagine 
what our life would be if the word of God is a lamp for our feet; imagine how 
beautiful and joyful consulting God’s word before any decision we take in life.  
 
St. Jerome said: “Ignorance of Scriptures is ignorance of Christ.” No doubt, the 
word of God brings light into any form of darkness that we may be 
encountering in life. Isaiah spoke of Zebulun and Naphtali being in great 
darkness because they were yet to encounter the word of God. Dear friends, 
are you confused about a particular decision or a path to walk or take? Read 
God’s word, for it the word of God is alive and active. Are we troubled about 
life’s predicaments? Are we afraid of the future? Just read the word of God for 
the psalmist said, “The Lord is my light and my salvation.” Indeed, an 
encounter with the God’s word is an encounter with Jesus. Many of us 
Christians today do not take time to read the Bible at least for ourselves, we 
only hear God’s word from the lips of preachers. I hear most people quote the 
pastor than the word of God in the scripture. Read the Bible and find out what 
it is in it and don’t be a victim of those who turned the words of the scripture 
for their desires and exploitation of the ignorant, Hosea said, my people perish 
for lack of knowledge.” Hosea 4:6.  
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To conclude we should ask ourselves: do I have a Bible? Do I really know how 
powerful the Bible is? When last did I read and meditate on the word of God? 
Is it possible that I don’t have time for God’s word? When last did we read the 
Bible together as a family and reflect on it together? What occupy our hearts 
the most? The truth is that we always have time for anything we consider to 
be important to us. Like it or not, the word of God is more important than 
riches, fame, comfort, or anything we can think of. The word of God is life. The 
secret of overcoming this predicament is simple READ GOD’S WORD DAILY. 
 
Today is “Called by name Sunday”, it is a call to encourage our children to 
become priests or religious. If you known any young man who can become a 
priest and with interest, please fill out the name on the form and send to me 
or the diocese. The reality is that if we don’t have priests in the Church there 
is not going to be Mass. No Priests, no Eucharist. The truth is, if we do nothing 
about it now, we will have no priest in our parish in the nearest future. Jesus 
called his disciples today, he is still calling. Jesus is saying to us today, “who 
shall I send? who will be my messenger? Are we going to answer? 
 


